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Western Cape

North West

Northern Cape
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Free State has the largest number of commercial farms 

 

10 801 025

7 534 550

1 975 045

1 372 238

1 312 662

1 111 475

1 011 704

907 132

842 549

623 529

1. Maize

2. Sugarcane

3. Potatoes

4. Oranges

5. Lucerne

6. Grapes

7. Wheat

8. Apples

9. Soya beans

10. Maize for silage

3 613 016

3 106 497

2 199 304

109 288

95 288

18 747

17 736

5 329

3 526

2 817

1. Cattle

2. Sheep

3. Pigs

4. Goats

5. Ostriches

6. Impala

7. Springbok

8. Wildebeest

9. Kudu

10. Horses

36 517

57 758

65 151

69 070

73 318

75 128

96 206

97 478

186 997
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4%

Agriculture
3%

How important is agriculture to the economy? 

South Africa has 40 122 commercial farms. One in four of these are located in the Free State, the 

province that generates the second largest amount of income from commercial agriculture. Western Cape 

generates the most income. The country’s largest outputs by volume are maize, sugarcane and potatoes.   

40 122 
The number of commercial farms in 

the country.  

R332,8 billion 
Income generated by commercial 

agriculture. Farming of animals is a 

major contributor (36%). 

Agriculture contributes 3% to 

national economic activity  

 

Did you know... 

What does the country produce? 

Top 10 crops  
Total produced in 2017 (metric tons) 

Top 10 animals 
Total number sold in 2017 (excluding chickens) 

Between 2007 and 

2017, maize production 

increased by 3,9% 

annually  

Compared with 

2007, the sales of 

sheep have 

dropped by 5,9% 

77% of farming land is owned by the farmer 
Percentage of 46,4 million hectares 

Western Cape is the biggest 

agricultural employer 
Number of employees 

757 628 people 

are employed 

nationwide 

Breakdown of 

national economy. 

Contribution to value 

added (R4,2 trillion) 

46,4 million 
Hectares of land used by commercial 

agriculture, representing 38% of the 

total land area of South Africa. 

R295 billion  

Animals and animal products make 

up over half of total farming income  

Western Cape generates the most income 

from commercial agriculture 

KZN



596 696

323 095

293 370

50 284

12 637

4 894

858

502

219

139

1. Sheep

2. Pigs

3. Cattle

4. Goats

5. Ostriches

6. Springbok

7. Impala

8. Kudu

9. Wildebeest

10. Zebra

Top 10 animals 
Total number sold in 2017 (excluding chickens) 

305 865

232 395

205 674

188 300

139 056

96 497

90 885

73 713

69 729

58 705

1. Oranges

2. Maize

3. Lucerne

4. Pineapples

5. Lemons

6. Apples

7. Other soft citrus

8. Maize for silage

9. Potatoes

10. Grass

Top 10 crops  
Total produced in 2017 (metric tons) 

Alfred Nzo
Maize

40 233 

Amathole
Oranges

18 818 

Buffalo City
Pineapples

43 979

Chris Hani
Lucerne/alfalfa

137 850

Joe Gqabi
Maize

96 631

NMB
Pears

2 700

Sarah Baartman
Oranges

287 047

O.R. Tambo
‒

‒

Grains/cereals

Fodder crops

Fruit

Vegetables

Oil seeds

EC

R12,8 bn

R3,8 bn

R3,4 bn

R2,4 bn

R2,3 bn

R2,0 bn

R0,3 bn

R0,0 bn

Sarah Baartman

Nelson Mandela Bay

Chris Hani

Amathole

Joe Gqabi

Buffalo City

Alfred Nzo

O.R.Tambo

36 064

9 403

9 364

5 287

2 220

2 085

708

21

Sarah Baartman

Amathole

Chris Hani

Joe Gqabi

Buffalo City

NMB

Alfred Nzo

O.R.Tambo

Government
23%

Trade
20%

Finance
19%

Manufacturing
13%

Transport
9%

Personal 
services

7%

Construction
4%

Electricity
3%

Agriculture
2%

What is the biggest crop 

output in each district? 
Production in metric tons 

How important is agriculture to the provincial economy? 

Eastern Cape is goat country. Half of the nation ’s goat population resides in a single district. Sarah 

Baartman is home to over 300 000 goats. The province is the leading producer of pineapples and the 

second biggest producer of apples, lemons and oranges. 

4 214 
The number of commercial farms in 

the province. This represents 11% 

of the national total. 

R27,0 billion 
Eastern Cape is the 8th biggest 

income generating province in 

terms of commercial agriculture.  

Which districts drive agricultural 

production in the province?  
Total income generated in 2017 

 

Agriculture contributes 2% to 

provincial economic activity  
Lower than the national average of 3%  

What does the province produce? 

Where is commercial agricultural activity concentrated? 

Eastern Cape 

produces the most 

pineapples, contrib-

uting 83% to the 

national crop 

1 in every 2 

goats in South 

Africa were sold 

in Eastern Cape, 

the leading goat 

producer 

81% of farming land is owned by the farmer 
This is higher than the national average of 77% 

Sarah Baartman is the biggest 

agricultural employer 
Number of employees 

Breakdown of 

provincial economy. 

Contribution to value 

added (R321 billion) 

Sarah Baartman is 

SA’s top producer of 

lemons and pineap-

ples, and the second 

biggest producer of 

oranges 

Sarah Baartman 

is the 6th biggest 

income generat-

ing district in the 

country  

5,7 million 
Hectares of land used by commercial 

agriculture, representing 34% of the 

total land area of Eastern Cape. 



Mangaung
Sheep

R10 million

Fizile Dabi
Soya beans

147 357

Thabo Mofutsanyane
Potatoes

187 813

Xhariep
Lucerne

244 732

Lejweleputswa
Potatoes

454 315

Mangaung
Sunflower seeds

31 468

FS

Government
17%

Finance
16%

Trade
14%

Mining
11%

Manufacturing
11%

Transport
10%
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services

8%

Agriculture
5%

Electricity
4%

Construction
3%

Grains/cereals

Fodder crops

Fruit

Vegetables

Oil seeds

What is the biggest crop  

output in each district? 
Excluding maize. Production in metric tons 

How important is agriculture to the provincial economy? 

4 706 888

727 594

342 180

321 377

281 025

275 119

113 380

93 777

71 520

60 539

1. Maize

2. Potatoes

3. Soya beans

4. Sunflower seeds

5. Wheat

6. Lucerne

7. Maize for silage

8. Onions

9. Sweet potatoes

10. Grass

Free State is the top cattle producer. Thabo Mofutsanyane district has the highest population of 

cattle in the country (0,66 million). That’s 11% of the nation’s total cattle population. Free State is the 

leading producer of maize, which is important for food security in the country. 

7 951 
The number of commercial farms in 

the province. This represents 20% 

of the national total. 

R46,9 billion 
Free State is the 2nd biggest 

income generating province in 

terms of commercial agriculture.  

R17,0 bn

R11,7 bn

R11,3 bn

R4,0 bn

R2,8 bn

Thabo Mofutsanyane

Lejweleputswa

Fezile Dabi

Xhariep

Mangaung

Which districts drive agricultural 

production in the province?  
Total income generated in 2017 

 

Agriculture contributes 5% to 

provincial economic activity 
Higher than the national average of 3%  

What does the province produce? 

942 772

693 779

149 110

8 031

5 063

4 014

1 514

1 322

620

388

1. Cattle

2. Sheep

3. Pigs

4. Ostriches

5. Springbok

6. Goats

7. Impala

8. Wildebeest

9. Horses

10. Kudu

Where is commercial agricultural activity concentrated? 

FS is the top 

producer of maize 

and potatoes 

nationwide 

1 in every 4 

cattle in South 

Africa were sold 

in Free State 

71% of farming land is owned by the farmer 
Lower than the national average of 77% 

Lejweleputswa is SA’s 

top producer of maize 

and potatoes, making 

up 21% of the nation’s   

total maize crop and  

23% of all potatoes 

Thabo Mofut-

sanyane is the 3rd 

biggest income 

generating district 

in the country  

Breakdown of 

provincial economy. 

Contribution to value 

added (R210 billion) 

7,6 million 
Hectares of land used by commercial 

agriculture, representing 59% of the 

total land area of Free State. 

27 022

22 559

12 689

8 110

4 749

Thabo Mofutsanyane

Lejweleputswa

Fezile Dabi

Xhariep

Mangaung

Thabo Mofutsanyane is the  

biggest agricultural employer 
Number of employees 

Top 10 animals 
Total number sold in 2017 (excluding chickens) 

Top 10 crops  
Total produced in 2017 (metric tons) 



Sedibeng
Maize

158 770

Tshwane
Potatoes

99 737

West Rand
Maize

105 745

JHB
Potatoes

565

EKH
Maize

80 255

R11,1 bn

R7,8 bn

R7,2 bn

R4,0 bn

R2,2 bn

Tshwane

Sedibeng

West Rand

Ekurhuleni

Johannesburg

677 769

511 688

92 587

450

327

106

15

12

10

10

1. Cattle

2. Pigs

3. Sheep

4. Springbok

5. Goats

6. Wildebeest

7. Kudu

8. Zebra

9. Impala

10. Horses

10 893

8 267

8 162

5 002

4 194

Johannesburg

Tshwane

West Rand

Sedibeng

Ekurhuleni

Finance
24%

Government
21%

Manufacturing
15%

Trade
14%

Transport
10%

Personal 
services

5%

Construction
4%

Electricity
3%

Mining
3%

Agriculture
1%

Grains/cereals

Fodder crops

Fruit

Vegetables

Oil seeds

What is the biggest crop 

output in each district? 
Production in metric tons 

How important is agriculture to the provincial economy? 

416 719

116 282

79 745

49 215

22 501

10 901

9 273

8 168

7 702

6 452

1. Maize

2. Potatoes

3. Carrots

4. Maize for silage

5. Soya beans

6. Cabbage

7. Lettuce

8. Wheat

9. Grass

10. Peppers

Thank Gauteng for most of our carrots. The province is the top national producer of carrots and is 

ranked sixth for the production of both maize and potatoes. Gauteng is also the top seller of pigs and the 

second largest seller of cattle after Free State. 

2 291 
The number of commercial farms in 

the province. This represents 6% of 

the national total. 

R32,2 billion 
Gauteng is the 6th biggest income 

generating province in terms of 

commercial agriculture.  

Which districts drive agricultural 

production in the province?  
Total income generated in 2017 

 

Agriculture contributes 1% to 

provincial economic activity  
Lower than the national average of 3%  

What does the province produce? 

Where is commercial agricultural activity concentrated? 

Gauteng is the top 

producer of carrots, 

responsible for 

35% of national 

production 

Gauteng is the 

leading seller of 

pigs, responsible 

for 23% of the 

national total 

81% of farming land is owned by the farmer 
Higher than the national average of 77% 

Johannesburg is the biggest 

agricultural employer 
Number of employees 

West Rand’s 2nd 

biggest export is 

carrots. The district is 

the biggest producer of 

carrots nationwide, 

responsible for 31% of 

national production 

Tshwane is the 

10th biggest 

income generat-

ing district in the 

country  

GP

Breakdown of 

provincial economy. 

Contribution to value 

added (R1,4 trillion) 

385 317 
Hectares of land used by commercial 

agriculture, representing 21% of the 

total land area of Gauteng. 

Top 10 animals 
Total number sold in 2017 (excluding chickens) 

Top 10 crops  
Total produced in 2017 (metric tons) 



6 095 167

761 147

191 819

73 660

54 891

52 990

50 073

39 256

38 046

31 501

1. Sugarcane

2. Maize

3. Maize for silage

4. Wheat

5. Grass

6. Soya beans

7. Potatoes

8. Pineapples

9. Cabbage

10. Bananas

R8,2 bn

R4,3 bn

R3,9 bn

R3,8 bn

R3,7 bn

R2,9 bn

R2,1 bn

R1,7 bn

R1,4 bn

R1,0 bn

R1,0 bn

uMgungundlovu

eThekwini

uMzinyathi

uThukela

Zululand

Harry Gwala

Ugu

King Cetshwayo

iLembe

Amajuba

uMkhanyakude

Amajuba
Maize

93 994

eThekwini
Sugarcane

972 176

Harry Gwala
Maize

72 136

iLembe
Sugarcane

760 551

Ugu
Sugarcane

829 525

uMgungundlovu
Sugarcane

1 481 057

uMkhan-

yakude
Sugarcane

207 407

uMzinyathi
Sugarcane

123 059
uThukela

Maize

349 549

King Cetshwayo
Sugarcane

948 379

Zululand
Sugarcane

666 520

345 647

219 313

19 712

602

427

392

233

183

148

36

1. Pigs

2. Cattle

3. Sheep

4. Goats

5. Impala

6. Horses

7. Zebra

8. Kudu

9. Wildebeest

10. Springbok

18 828

17 517

9 524

8 741

8 019

7 703

7 559

7 291

6 606

2 603

1 816

uMgungundlovu

eThekwini

King Cetshwayo

uThukela

iLembe

uMzinyathi

Ugu

Harry Gwala

Zululand

uMkhanyakude

Amajuba

Manufacturing
18%

Finance
17%

Government
17%

Trade
15%

Transport
13%

Personal 
services

6%

Construction
4%

Agriculture
4%

Electricity
4%

Mining
2%

Grains/cereals

Fodder crops

Fruit

Vegetables

Oil seeds

What is the biggest crop 

output in each district? 
Production in metric tons 

How important is agriculture to the provincial economy? 

KwaZulu-Natal is the sugarcane capital, responsible for the bulk of national production. It also pro-

duces the most cabbage and is the second largest producer of pineapples. The province is the second 

biggest seller of pigs after Gauteng. 

3 103 
The number of commercial farms in 

the province. This represents 8% of 

the national total. 

R34,0 billion 
KwaZulu-Natal is the 5th biggest 

income generating province in 

terms of commercial agriculture.  

Which districts drive agricultural 

production in the province?  
Total income generated in 2017 

 

Agriculture contributes 4% to 

provincial economic activity 
Higher than the national average of 3%  

What does the province produce? 

Where is commercial agricultural activity concentrated? 

KZN is the top 

producer of 

sugarcane, respon-

sible for 81% of 

national production 

KZN is the 

second biggest 

seller of pigs 

after Gauteng 

78% of farming land is owned by the farmer 
The same as the national average of 77% 

uMgungundlovu is the biggest 

agricultural employer 
Number of employees 

uMgungundlovu is the 

biggest sugarcane 

producing district in the 

country, responsible for 

20% of national 

production 

uMgungundlovu is 

the 16th biggest 

income generat-

ing district in the 

country  

KZN

Breakdown of 

provincial economy. 

Contribution to value 

added (R669 billion) 

1,8 million 
Hectares of land used by commercial 

agriculture, representing 20% of the 

total land area of KwaZulu-Natal. 

Top 10 animals 
Total number sold in 2017 (excluding chickens) 

Top 10 crops  
Total produced in 2017 (metric tons) 



Capricorn
Potatoes

338 583

Mopani
Oranges

345 446

Sekhukhune
Oranges

232 231

Vhembe
Grapefruit

188 957

Waterberg
Onions

119 961

688 436

482 049

347 485

261 123

161 505

157 675

94 495

82 122

77 263

58 557

1. Oranges

2. Potatoes

3. Grapefruit

4. Tomatoes

5. Lemons

6. Onions

7. Naartjies

8. Avocados

9. Maize

10. Sunflower seeds

R8,7 bn

R7,5 bn

R5,4 bn

R5,0 bn

R5,0 bn

Mopani

Waterberg

Vhembe

Capricorn

Sekhukhune

271 665

119 831

16 382

14 135

3 610

2 616

1 664

980

790

703

1. Pigs

2. Cattle

3. Ostriches

4. Impala

5. Sheep

6. Wildebeest

7. Kudu

8. Goats

9. Zebra

10. Springbok

29 402

17 979

17 714

16 451

15 933

Mopani

Waterberg

Vhembe

Sekhukhune

Capricorn

Mining
29%

Government
19%

Trade
15%

Finance
15%

Transport
5%

Electricity
4%

Personal 
services

4%

Manufacturing
3%

Construction
3%

Agriculture
3%

Grains/cereals

Fodder crops

Fruit

Vegetables

Oil seeds

What is the biggest crop 

output in each district? 
Production in metric tons 

How important is agriculture to the provincial economy? 

Limpopo grows the bulk of our tomatoes. It is also a leading producer of citrus fruits (oranges, 

grapefruit, lemons, mangoes and naartjies). The province is also the number one producer of avocados and 

butternut. The region has the third biggest population of pigs after Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal.  

3 054 
The number of commercial farms in 

the province. This represents 8% of 

the national total. 

R31,4 billion 
Limpopo is the 7th biggest income 

generating province in terms of 

commercial agriculture.  

Which districts drive agricultural 

production in the province?  
Total income generated in 2017 

 

Agriculture contributes 3% to 

provincial economic activity  
The same as the national average of 3%  

What does the province produce? 

Where is commercial agricultural activity concentrated? 

Limpopo drives 

72% of national 

tomato production 

Limpopo is the 

top national 

seller of game 

animals, such as 

Impala and 

Wildebeest 

79% of farming land is owned by the farmer 
This is higher than the national average of 77% 

Mopani is the biggest 

agricultural employer 
Number of employees 

Mopani is the 14th 

biggest income 

generating district 

in the country  

LP

Breakdown of 

provincial economy. 

Contribution to value 

added (R304 billion) 

Mopani is the largest 

orange producing 

district in the country, 

responsible for 25% of 

national production 

1,7 million 
Hectares of land used by commercial 

agriculture, representing 14% of the 

total land area of Limpopo. 

Top 10 animals 
Total number sold in 2017 (excluding chickens) 

Top 10 crops  
Total produced in 2017 (metric tons) 



MP

Nkangala
Maize

1 048 246

Gert Sibande
Maize

1 391 859

Ehlanzeni
Sugarcane

1 439 383

2 456 543

1 439 383

366 677

159 794

147 258

73 936

62 361

34 606

34 150

28 121

1. Maize

2. Sugarcane

3. Soya beans

4. Oranges

5. Bananas

6. Grapefruit

7. Potatoes

8. Lemons

9. Avocados

10. Macadamia nuts

R18,5 bn

R11,7 bn

R8,3 bn

Gert Sibande

Nkangala

Ehlanzeni

378 167

152 949

69 564

396

196

155

129

89

71

54

1. Cattle

2. Pigs

3. Sheep

4. Goats

5. Impala

6. Wildebeest

7. Zebra

8. Horses

9. Springbok

10. Donkeys

37 688

18 086

17 545

Ehlanzeni

Gert Sibande

Nkangala

Mining
24%

Trade
15%

Manufacturing
13%

Government
12%

Finance
12%

Electricity
8%

Transport
7%

Personal 
services

4%

Agriculture
3%

Construction
3%

Grains/cereals

Fodder crops

Fruit

Vegetables

Oil seeds

What is the biggest crop 

output in each district? 
Production in metric tons 

How important is agriculture to the provincial economy? 

Mpumalanga is banana country, producing over two-thirds of the nation’s entire crop. It also pro-

duces most of our soya beans and macadamia nuts. The province is the second largest producer of 

both sugarcane (after KwaZulu-Natal) and maize (after Free State).  

2 823 
The number of commercial farms in 

the province. This represents 7% of 

the national total. 

R38,4 billion 
Mpumalanga is the 4th biggest 

income generating province in 

terms of commercial agriculture.  

Which districts drive agricultural 

production in the province?  
Total income generated in 2017 

 

Agriculture contributes 3% to 

provincial economic activity  
The same as the national average of 3%  

What does the province produce? 

Where is commercial agricultural activity concentrated? 

Mpumalanga  

drives 44% of 

South Africa’s 

production of  

soya beans 

Mpumalanga is 

the 4th biggest 

seller of cattle in 

the country 

78% of farming land is owned by the farmer 
This is higher than the national average of 77% 

Ehlanzeni is the biggest 

agricultural employer 
Number of employees 

Gert Sibande is the 

2nd biggest income 

generating district in 

the country after 

Cape Winelands 

Breakdown of 

provincial economy. 

Contribution to value 

added (R313 billion) 

Ehlanzeni’s 2nd 

biggest export is 

bananas. The district 

produces 67% of the 

country’s total  

banana crop 

2,5 million 
Hectares of land used by commercial 

agriculture, representing 32% of the 

total land area of Mpumalanga. 

Top 10 animals 
Total number sold in 2017 (excluding chickens) 

Top 10 crops  
Total produced in 2017 (metric tons) 



Z F Mgcawu
Grapes

181 683

Frances 

Baard
Lucerne

191 062

Pixley ka Seme
Maize

385 383

John Taolo

Gaetsewe
Beetroot

6

Namakwa
Lucerne

22 117

MP

Grains/cereals

Fodder crops

Fruit

Vegetables

Oil seeds

487 181

448 449

205 717

196 116

159 359

66 981

28 152

26 061

23 457

23 277

16 066

1. Lucerne

2. Maize

3. Potatoes

4. Grapes

5. Wheat

6. Onions

7. Carrots

8. Cotton

9. Oats

10. Grapefruit

10. Oranges

R6,9 bn

R5,3 bn

R4,1 bn

R1,4 bn

R0,9 bn

Z F Mgcawu

Pixley ka Seme

Frances Baard

Namakwa

John Taolo Gaetsewe

1 086 266

165 481

13 043

5 424

1 026

920

558

547

437

182

1. Sheep

2. Cattle

3. Goats

4. Springbok

5. Ostriches

6. Impala

7. Wildebeest

8. Pigs

9. Kudu

10. Horses

46 270

8 973

7 798

4 268

1 761

Z F Mgcawu

Pixley ka Seme

Frances Baard

Namakwa

John Taolo Gaetsewe

Mining
22%

Government
17%

Finance
13%

Transport
12%

Trade
12%

Agriculture
8%

Personal 
services

5%

Electricity
4%

Manufacturing
3%

Construction
3%

What is the biggest crop 

output in each district? 
Production in metric tons 

How important is agriculture to the provincial economy? 

Sheep rule the Northern Cape. The province has the biggest sheep population. Pixley ka Seme district 

has the highest number (1,3 million or 16% of sheep nationwide) with sheep outnumbering people six to one! 

The region is also the top lucerne producer and the second biggest grape producer after Western Cape.  

4 829 
The number of commercial farms in 

the province. This represents 12% 

of the national total. 

R18,7 billion 
Northern Cape is the 9th biggest 

income generating province in 

terms of commercial agriculture.  

Which districts drive agricultural 

production in the province?  
Total income generated in 2017 

 

Agriculture contributes 8% to 

provincial economic activity  
Higher than the national average of 3%  

What does the province produce? 

Where is commercial agricultural activity concentrated? 

Northern Cape 

drives 37% of 

South Africa’s 

production of  

lucerne 

Northern Cape 

sells 35% of all 

sheep sold 

nationwide 

78% of farming land is owned by the farmer 
This is higher than the national average of 77% 

ZF Mgcawu is the biggest  

agricultural employer 
Number of employees 

ZF Mgcawu is the 20th 

biggest income 

generating district in 

the country 

Breakdown of 

provincial economy. 

Contribution to value 

added (R87 billion) 

Z F Mgcawu is the 

2nd biggest grape 

producing district in 

the country after 

Cape Winelands 

17,2 million 
Hectares of land used by commercial 

agriculture, representing 46% of the 

total land area of Northern Cape. 

Top 10 animals 
Total number sold in 2017 (excluding chickens) 

Top 10 crops  
Total produced in 2017 (metric tons) 



18 216

15 026

12 288

12 229

Bojanala Platinum

Ngaka Modiri Molema

Dr Kenneth Kaunda

Dr Ruth Segomotsi Mompati

Bojanala Platinum
Carrots

50 728

Dr Kenneth 

Kaunda
Lucerne

82 754

Dr Ruth Segomotsi

Mompati
Potatoes

113 331

Ngaka Modiri Molema
Sunflower seeds

118 388

NW

Grains/cereals

Fodder crops

Fruit

Vegetables

Oil seeds

1 698 232

170 048

129 986

118 187

82 862

65 611

56 301

55 531

35 529

32 091

1. Maize

2. Sunflower seeds

3. Lucerne

4. Potatoes

5. Maize for silage

6. Onions

7. Beetroot

8. Carrots

9. Ground nuts

10. Soya beans

448 476

231 466

41 985

8 279

1 363

652

612

201

193

178

1. Cattle

2. Pigs

3. Sheep

4. Goats

5. Bee hives

6. Impala

7. Horses

8. Wildebeest

9. Springbok

10. Kudu

Mining
34%

Finance
13%

Government
13%

Trade
12%

Personal 
services

8%

Transport
6%

Manufacturing
5%

Electricity
4%

Agriculture
3%

Construction
3%

What is the biggest crop 

output in each district? 
Excluding maize. Production in metric tons 

How important is agriculture to the provincial economy? 

North West is the top beetroot producer, and the second biggest producer of sunflower seeds after 

Free State. The province is also the second biggest producer of carrots after Gauteng. Other main agricul-

ture exports include maize, sunflower seeds, lucerne and cattle.  

4 920 
The number of commercial farms in 

the province. This represents 12% 

of the national total. 

R39,7 billion 
North West is the 3rd biggest 

income generating province in 

terms of commercial agriculture.  

Which districts drive agricultural 

production in the province?  

Agriculture contributes 3% to 

provincial economic activity  
The same as the national average of 3%  

What does the province produce? 

Where is commercial agricultural activity concentrated? 

North West is the 

biggest beetroot 

producing province, 

contributing 65% to 

the national crop 

North West is the 

3rd biggest 

producer of cattle 

after Free State 

and Gauteng 

 75% of farming land is owned by the farmer 
This is lower than the national average of 77% 

Bojanala is the biggest 

agricultural employer 
Number of employees 

R13,1 bn

R10,2 bn

R10,0 bn

R6,4 bn

Dr Kenneth Kaunda

Dr Ruth Segomotsi Mompati

Bojanala Platinum

Ngaka Modiri Molema

Dr Kenneth 

Kaunda 

is the 5th biggest 

income generating 

district in SA 

Breakdown of 

provincial economy. 

Contribution to value 

added (R270 billion) 

Bojanala Platinum is 

the 2nd biggest carrot 

producing district in 

the country after 

West Rand in 

Gauteng 

5,3 million 
Hectares of land used by commercial 

agriculture, representing 51% of the 

total land area of North West. 

Top 10 animals 
Total number sold in 2017 (excluding chickens) 

Top 10 crops  
Total produced in 2017 (metric tons) 



R27,3 bn

R13,5 bn

R10,1 bn

R6,6 bn

R6,4 bn

R0,5 bn

Cape Winelands

West Coast

Overberg

Eden

Cape Town

Central Karoo

West Coast
Oranges

147 809

Eden
Lucerne

134 746

Cape 

Winelands
Grapes

656 737

Overberg
Apples

360 010

Central Karoo
Onions

42 201

Cape Town
Grapes

28 262

Grains/cereals

Fodder crops

Fruit

Vegetables

Oil seeds

WC

869 833

781 073

388 989

315 734

216 211

205 243

155 881

143 050

133 809

131 481

1. Grapes

2. Apples

3. Wheat

4. Pears

5. Onions

6. Lucerne

7. Oranges

8. Potatoes

9. Barley

10. Peaches

Top 10 crops  
Total produced in 2017 (metric tons) 

502 294

367 834

213 133

57 172

31 358

898

749

116

62

31

1. Sheep

2. Cattle

3. Pigs

4. Ostriches

5. Goats

6. Springbok

7. Horses

8. Kudu

9. Zebra

10. Impala

Top 10 animals 
Total number sold in 2017 (excluding chickens) 

93 343

34 277

29 218

17 075

10 191

2 894

Cape Winelands

West Coast

Overberg

Eden

Cape Town

Central Karoo

Finance
25%

Trade
17%

Manufacturing
15%

Government
12%

Transport
11%

Personal 
services

7%

Construction
5%

Agriculture
4%

Electricity
3%

What is the biggest crop 

output in each district? 
Production in metric tons 

How important is agriculture to the provincial economy? 

Western Cape’s main business is grapes. It is also the leading producer of other deciduous fruits, 

such as apples, peaches, pears and plums. Many of these products are exported to other countries. The 

province is also the number one producer of wheat, barley and onions. 

6 937 
The number of commercial farms in 

the province. This represents 17% 

of the national total. 

R64,4 billion 
Western Cape is the biggest 

income generating province in 

terms of commercial agriculture.  

Which districts drive agricultural 

production in the province?  
Total income generated in 2017 

 

Agriculture contributes 4% to 

provincial economic activity  
Higher than the national average of 3%  

What does the province produce? 

Where is commercial agricultural activity concentrated? 

Western Cape is 

the biggest 

producer of 

grapes, contrib-

uting 78% to the 

national crop 

Western Cape is 

the biggest 

provincial seller 

of ostriches and 

horses  

84% of farming land is owned by the farmer 
This is higher than the national average of 77% 

Cape Winelands is the biggest 

agricultural employer 
Number of employees 

Cape Winelands 

is the biggest 

income generat-

ing district in SA 

Breakdown of 

provincial economy. 

Contribution to value 

added (R568 billion) 

Overberg is the 

leading producer of 

wheat, apples, oats, 

barley and canola. 

Cape Winelands 

produces 59% of the 

nation’s grapes 

4,1 million 
Hectares of land used by commercial 

agriculture, representing 32% of the 

total land area of Western Cape. 



2 220 664

1 391 856

1 162 774

1 077 145

1 048 245

999 702

385 380

349 547

305 610

305 385

1. Lejweleputswa (FS)

2. Gert Sibande (MP)

3. Thabo Mofutsanyane (FS)

4. Fezile Dabi (FS)

5. Nkangala (MP)

6. Ngaka Modiri Molema (NW)

7. Pixley ka Seme (NC)

8. uThukela (KZN)

9. Dr Ruth Segomotsi Mompati (NW)

10. Dr Kenneth Kaunda (NW)

FS
26%

MP
16%

WC
13%

KZN
13%

NW
11%

NC
7%

LP
6%

GP
5%

EC
3%

Total income

R69,0 billion

7%

12%

16%

17%

21%

30%

30%

31%

43%

23%

0% 50% 100%

EC

GP

WC

LP

NW

NC

KZN

MP

FS

RSA

 Field crops  Horticultural products  Animals & animal products  Other

10 801 025

7 534 550

1 312 662

1 011 704

842 549

623 529

555 994

263 849

145 699

106 119

1. Maize

2. Sugarcane

3. Lucerne

4. Wheat

5. Soya beans

6. Maize for silage

7. Sunflower seeds

8. Grass

9. Barley

10. Oats

Animals & animal 
products

52%

Horticultural 
products

24%

Field crops

23%

Other
1%

Total farming income

R294,8 billion

Field crops are important for food security, and they account for the largest portion of cultivated 

land in South Africa. In terms of area planted, the major field crops in both 2007 and 2017 were maize, soya 

beans, sunflower seeds, wheat and sugarcane.  

Where is field crop production concentrated? 

R69,0 billion 
The amount of income generated 

by field crops in 2017, 23% of total 

farming income. 

Did you know... 

Field crops are the third biggest generator of farming income nationwide In Free State, 43% of farming income is generated from field crops 
Breakdown of total farming income by commodity 

1. Maize 2. Sugarcane 

Free State generates 26% of South Africa’s field crop income Maize is the biggest field crop 
Top 10 field crop products, National production in 2017 (metric tons) 

The top four districts  

produce over half of 

South Africa’s total 

maize crop 

Maize and soya 

bean production has 

increased since 

2007. Sugarcane 

and wheat produc-

tion has fallen 

3. Lucerne  

4. Wheat 5. Soya beans 6. Maize for silage 

123 977 
Employees working exclusively with 

field crops, representing 16% of the 

commercial agricultural workforce. 

10,8 million 
Maize production in metric tons. 

The country produced 47% more 

maize in 2017 than it did in 2007. 

Top 10 maize producing districts 
Production in 2017 (metric tons) 



WC
37%

LP
23%

EC
10%

MP
7%

NC
7%

GP
5%

KZN
4%

NW
4%

FS
3%

Total income

R70,5 billion

6%

7%

9%

12%

15%

29%

31%

47%

61%

24%

0% 50% 100%

FS

NW

KZN

GP

MP

EC

NC

WC

LP

SA

 Horticultural products  Field crops  Animals & animal products  Other

1 975 045

1 372 238

1 111 475

907 132

602 611

482 180

388 005

362 197

355 882

227 667

1. Potatoes

2. Oranges

3. Grapes

4. Apples

5. Onions

6. Grapefruit

7. Lemons

8. Tomatoes

9. Pears

10. Pineapples

Animals & animal 
products

52%

Horticultural 
products

24%

Field crops

23%

Other
1%

Total farming income

R294,8 billion

Where is horticultural production concentrated? 

Fruits and vegetables account for almost a quarter of total farming income. In terms of production, 

the major horticultural crops in 2017 were potatoes, oranges, grapes and apples. Horticultural products are 

often produced for export. A significant amount of table grapes, pears and apples were exported in 2017. 

R70,5 billion 
The amount of income generated by 

horticulture in 2017, 24% of total 

gross farming income. 

Did you know... 

Horticulture is the second  biggest generator of farming income  In Limpopo, 61% of farming income is generated from horticulture 
Breakdown of total farming income by commodity 

1. Potatoes 2. Oranges 

Potatoes are the biggest horticultural crop 
National production in 2017 (metric tons) 

454 313

338 581

187 813

144 658

113 330

99 737

99 304

79 012

60 397

59 720

1. Lejweleputswa (FS)

2. Capricorn (LP)

3. Thabo Mofutsanyane (FS)

4. Frances Baard (NC)

5. Dr Ruth Segomotsi Mompati (NW)

6. Tshwane (GP)

7. West Coast (WC)

8. Waterberg (LP)

9. Xhariep (FS)

10. Pixley ka Seme (NC)

The top three 

districts produce 

half of South 

Africa’s total 

potato crop 

Potato and apple 

production has 

increased since 

2007. Orange and 

grape production 

has fallen 

3. Grapes 

4. Apples 5. Onions 6. Grapefruit 

268 740 
Employees working exclusively with 

horticulture, representing 36% of the 

commercial agricultural workforce. 

2,0 million 
Potato production in metric tons. 

The country produced 37% more 

potatoes in 2017 than it did in 2007. 

Western Cape generates 37% of South Africa’s horticultural income 

Top 10 potato producing districts 
Production in 2017 (metric tons) 



3 613 016

3 106 497

2 199 304

109 288

95 288

18 747

17 736

5 329

3 526

2 817

1. Cattle

2. Sheep

3. Pigs

4. Goats

5. Ostriches

6. Impala

7. Springbok

8. Wildebeest

9. Kudu

10. Horses

23%

37%

39%

51%

52%

59%

64%

72%

76%

52%

0% 50% 100%

LP

WC

NC

FS

MP

KZN

EC

NW

GP

SA

 Animals & animal products  Field crops  Horticultural products  Other

Animals & animal 
products

52%

Horticultural 
products

24%

Field crops

23%

Other
1%

Total farming income

R294,8 billion

Where are animals concentrated? 

South African commercial farmers sold over a billion chickens in 2017. Almost a third of these were 

from farmers in Tshwane (Gauteng) and the Gert Sibande district (Mpumalanga). Other animals sold by 

commercial agriculture in South Africa include cattle, pigs, sheep and goats.  

R153,8 billion 
Amount of income generated by 

animals and animal products, 

52% of total farming income. 

Did you know... 

Animals and animal products are the biggest generator of farming income  In Gauteng, 76% of farming income is generated from animals 
Breakdown of total farming income by commodity 

1. Chickens 2. Sheep 

Cattle and pig sales  

have increased 

since 2007. Sheep 

sales have fallen 

3. Cattle 

4. Pigs 5. Goats 6. Ostriches 

162 116 
Employees working exclusively with 

the farming of animals, 21% of the 

commercial agricultural workforce. 

1,1 billion 
The number of chickens sold by 

commercial agriculture in 2017, a 

rise of 14% compared with 2007. 

NW
17%

GP
15%

FS
14%

WC
14%

MP
12%

KZN
12%

EC
10%

LP
4%

NC
4%

Total income

R153,8 billion

North West generates 17% of South Africa’s animal product income Top 10 national animal sales  
Total number sold in 2017 (excluding chickens) 

488 004

467 195

299 908

248 191

231 599

196 010

178 815

174 056

167 950

75 349

1. Thabo Mofutsanyane (FS)

2. Sedibeng (GP)

3. Overberg (WC)

4. Fezile Dabi (FS)

5. Dr Ruth Segomotsi Mompati (NW)

6. Nkangala (MP)

7. Gert Sibande (MP)

8. Tshwane (GP)

9. Ngaka Modiri Molema (NW)

10. Mangaung (FS)

Top 10 cattle selling districts 
Total number sold in 2017 



20

24

35

201

256

LP

EC

WC

MP

KZN

Sales of 
goods

72%

Services 
rendered

14%

Profits on financial 
and other assets

11%

Other income
3%

Employment 

KwaZulu-Natal and Mpumalanga dominate the South African forestry, logging and related services 

industry. Activities related to this industry occur in five of the nine provinces, with KwaZulu-Natal the biggest 

province in terms of income. The industry employs 40 482 people. 

R23,0 billion 
Amount of income generated by 

the industry. 

Key statistics 

Nationwide, there are 536 commercial farms involved in forestry 
Number of farms across the five provinces where there are forestry activities 

NC
–

WC
R2,1bn

FS
–

EC
R0,2bn

LP
R0,6bn

KZN
R11,4bn

NW
–

MP
R8,6bn

Forestry income

GP

KwaZulu-Natal is the leading generator of forestry income, contributing 

half to the national total of R23,0 billion 
Breakdown of forestry income by province 

40 482 
Number of employed in the industry. 

R96 184 
The average annual salary 

for employees. 

Income: The bulk of income in forestry is from sales of goods Sawmill products contributed 59% to sales of goods 

R23,0 billion 
Sawmill 
products

59%

Eucalyptus
20%

Pine
15%

Wattle
4%

Other sales
3%

R16,7 billion 

635

2 277

3 691

16 206

17 673

EC

LP

WC

KZN

MP

Mpumalanga employs the most number of people in forestry 
Number of employed  (40 482 nationwide) 

Forestry gender

Men Women

Fishery gender

Men Women

84, 130, 53

Two-thirds of the forestry workforce are men 
Number of employed by sex of employee 



400

1 061

2 057

3 838

8 525

9 873

29 400

35 856

121 889

Crustaceans

Canned fish pet food

Molluscs

Fats and oils of fish

Fish dried

Fish, frozen

Flours, meals or pellets

Fish fillets and meat

Fish, otherwise prepared

Sales of 
goods

91%

Services 
rendered

3%

Rental 
income

1%

Other
6%

1 100

1 118

4 055

13 062

28 238

40 608

454 652

Lobster

Kingklip

Tuna

Squid

Pilchard/sardine

Hake

Anchovy

Employment 

16 378 people work in the ocean (marine) fisheries and related services industry. The industry gen-

erated R16,1 billion in income in 2018, and spent R14,2 billion. The average annual salary for a worker was 

R167 200. 

R16,1 billion 
Amount of income generated by 

the industry. 

Key statistics 

Items of fish caught 
Metric tons 

16 378 
Number of employed in the industry. 

R167 200 
The average annual salary 

for employees. 

Income: The bulk of income in fisheries is from sales of goods Spending: Employee costs take up 19% of total expenditure 

R16,1 billion 

Purchases
46%

Employment 
costs

19%

Repair and 
maintenance

5%

Interest paid
4%

Other 
expenditure

26%

R14,2 billion 

Sea-based officers make up 30,6% of the fishery workforce 
Percentage of the employed  (16 378  people) 

Forestry gender

Men Women

Fishery gender

Men Women

84, 130, 53

Two-thirds of the workforce are men 
Number of employed by sex of employee 

Items of fish processed 
Metric tons 


