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HAZCHEM 

Definitions 

In these regulations any word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in 

the Act shall have the meaning so assigned and, unless the context otherwise 

indicates— 

"air monitoring" means the monitoring of the concentrations of airborne hazardous 

chemical agents; 

"Asbestos Abatement Regulations" means the Asbestos Abatement Regulations, 

2020, published as Government Notice No. R.11196 of 10 November 2020 under 

section 43(1) of the Act; 

"assessment" means a programme to determine any risk from exposure to an HCA 

associated with the workplace in order to identify the steps needed to be taken to 

remove, reduce or control such HCA; 

"BEI" or "biological exposure index" is a value for assessing biological monitoring 

results, intended as a reference guideline for the likelihood of adverse health effects, 

and generally represents the level of determinants that are most likely to be observed 

in specimens collected from healthy employees who have been exposed to HCAs with 

inhalation exposure at the occupational exposure limit, as listed in Table 4 of Annexure 

2 of the act, as revised from time to time and published in the Gazette; 

"carcinogen" or "CARC" means any chemical agent or mixture which induces cancer 

or increases its incidence, classified by the GHS as— 

(a) Category 1: known or presumed human carcinogens; or 

(b) Category 2: suspected human carcinogens; 

 

"CAS number" or "chemical identity" means the number or name, respectively, that 

uniquely identifies a chemical, given in accordance with the nomenclature systems of 

the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry or the Chemical Abstracts 

Service, or a technical name; 

"chemical agent" means a GHS-aligned chemical agent or mixture; 

"consumer product" means a product containing an HCA, which—  

(a) is packed or repacked primarily for use by a household consumer or for use in an 

office; 

(b) if the product is packed or repacked primarily for use by a household consumer, is 

packed in the way and quantity in which it is intended to be used by a household 

consumer; and 
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(c) if the product is packed or repacked primarily for use in an office, is packed in the 

way and quantity in which it is intended to be used for office work; 

 

"container", in relation to an HCA, means anything in or by which an HCA is, or has 

been, wholly or partly covered, enclosed or packed, including anything necessary for 

the container to perform its function as a container; 

"cut-off value" or "GHS cut-off value" or "GHS concentration limit" means 

theminimum concentration of an HCA, expressed as a percentage, to trigger the 

classification of a mixture containing the HCA; 

"exposed" means exposed to an HCA whilst at the workplace and "exposure" has a 

corresponding meaning; 

"Facilities Regulations" means the Facilities Regulations, 2004, published as 

Government Notice No. R. 924 of 3 August 2004; 

"General Administrative Regulations" means the General Administrative 

Regulations, 2003, published as Government Notice No. R. 929 of 25 June 2003; 

"GHS hazard classification" means the GHS hazard classes and hazard categories 

assigned to HCAs;  GHS divides hazards into three major groups – health, physical 

and environmental. 

"hazard category" means a division of criteria within a hazard class in the GHS,  

where these hazard categories compare hazard severity within a hazard class and 

"hazard class" means the nature of a physical, health or environmental hazard under 

the GHS; 

"hazard pictogram" means a graphical composition, including a symbol plus other 

graphical elements such as a border, background pattern or colour that is intended to 

convey specific information, that is assigned in the GHS to a hazard class or 

hazard category; 

"hazard statement" means a statement assigned in the GHS to a hazard class or 

hazard category describing the nature of the hazards of an HCA including, if 

appropriate, the degree of hazard; 

"hazardous chemical agent" or "HCA" means a GHS-aligned chemical agent  

"importer" means an employer or self-employed person who, by any means, imports 

an HCA into the Republic that is to be used, or could reasonably be expected to be 

used, at a workplace; 

"Lead Regulations" means the Lead Regulations, 2001, published as Government 

Notice No. R. 236 of 28 February 2002; 
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"manufacturer" means an employer or self-employed person who manufactures an 

HCA that is to be used, or could reasonably be expected to be used, at a workplace; 

"measurement programme" means a programme according to the monitoring 

strategy as contemplated in HSG 173; 

"monitoring" means the planning, carrying out, and recording of the results of a 

measurement programme; 

"OEL" or "occupational exposure limit" means a limit value set by the Minister, 

which represents the airborne concentration of an HCA, where the exposure standard 

may be— 

(a) an eight-hour time-weighted average; 

(b) a ceiling limit; or 

(c) a short-term exposure limit; 

 

"OEL ceiling limit" or "ceiling limit" or "C" means a maximum or peak airborne 

concentration of an HCA determined over the shortest analytically practicable period 

of time, which does not exceed 15 minutes; 

"OEL eight-hour time-weighted average" or "TWA" means the maximum average 

airborne concentration of an HCA when calculated over an eight-hour working day, for 

a five-day working week; 

"OEL-ML" or "occupational exposure limit - maximum limit" means an HCA as 

listed  

"OEL-RL" or "occupational exposure limit - restricted limit" means an HCA as 

listed  

"OEL-short-term exposure limit" or "STEL" means the time-weighted average 

maximum airborne concentration of an HCA calculated over a 15-minute period; 

"OESSM" means the Occupational Exposure Sampling Strategy Manual, published 

by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH),  

"permanent respirator zone" means an area where the concentration of an airborne 

HCA during normal operations exceeds the OEL-RL for that HCA; 

"precautionary statement" means a phrase prescribed by the GHS that describes 

recommended measures that should be taken to minimise or prevent— 

(a) the adverse effects resulting from exposure to an HCA; or 

 (b) the improper storage or handling of an HCA; 



Copyright Peritum Agri Institute®   

CIN: 30010 Version: 001 Date:  2021/06/18 

"respirator zone" means an area where the concentration of an airborne HCA 

exceeds the recommended limit for that agent; 

"safety data sheet" or "SDS" means a document that is aligned to the GHS, 

providing information on hazard classification, properties of hazardous chemicals, 

procedures for handling or working with hazardous chemicals in a safe manner, and 

the effects of hazardous chemicals on health and safety at the workplace, and that is 

prepared in accordance with regulation 14A; 

"sensitiser" means an HCA that causes a substantial proportion of exposed people 

to develop an allergic reaction in normal tissue after repeated exposure, and includes 

dermal sensitisers and respiratory sensitisers; 

"signal word" means the word "danger" or "warning" used on a GHS-aligned label to 

indicate to the reader a potential hazard, as well as the relative severity level of such 

hazard; 

"skin", the notation, means that the HCA might be absorbed in toxicologically 

significant amounts through direct contact with skin or mucous membranes and eyes 

from airborne exposure to gases, vapours or liquids, so that conclusions about 

exposure and health effects based solely on airborne concentration limits may be 

incomplete; 

"the Act" means the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 1993 (2014) (Act No. 85 of 

1993); 

 

 


